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The Good Word 
òFor as the rain and the snow come down from heaven,  
and do not return there until they have watered the earth,  
making it bring forth and sprout,  
giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 

so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;  
it shall not return to me empty,  
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 
and succeed in the thing for which I sent it.ó ð Isaiah 55:10-11 

 

The obvious thing is these rainy days.  
 

Yesterday I had shared earlier verses from Isaiah also about waters, rains, and springs in the 
desert, making the land rejoice and be glad. Iõd shared those parched and longing words in 
early pre-surgery prayers, then was driving toward church through downpours of rain. 
 

Yes, you read correctly: òdriving.ó Acacia later said I lucked out in needing the car, because 
she arrived at the library soaked through her raingear. Whether youõre trying to bicycle 
through it, walking with umbrellas, or awakened to hear night rains, the obvious thing is rain 
these days.  
 

The proverbial òApril showersó bring other things. Grass gushes with green growth, and trees 
unfurl miraculously. Rains bring forth splashing mallards and sidewalks of worms. Washing 
away the waste of winter, we may also say the showers bring beauty, in the abundance of 
tulips and the aroma of crabapple blossoms and the ghostly white of bloodroot. 
 

The purpose of spring rains may be in bringing growth, to rejuvenate the earth. And it is life 
to be shared: green vegetation becomes food, pollen sustains our bees, the cycle of life is shed 
and given for you. It is symbiotic. 
 

Symbiosis defines mutually beneficial partnerships to aid survival. From lichens to elephants 
and oxpecker birds, hermit crabs with sea anemones to you and your digestive bacteria, this is 
constantly proving the function of getting along together and not just a battle of natureõs 
fittest.  
 

Orñin an exact parallel for the roots of òlife togetheróñit is convivial. Though òconvivialityó 
may seem less about details of being roommates, this same basis reminds us itõs not pure 
function but also joyful to share life. 
 

So these verses from Isaiah 55 (itõs a lovely chapter; look up the whole thing!) envision the 
purpose of rain. Thatõs fairly obvious in these days.  
 

Then they compare Godõs Word to the rains, sent to accomplish its purpose. Can we say 
Godõs purpose is also symbiosis and conviviality, sharing life together? 
 

       Continue reading on the next page...  
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...continues from the previous page. 
 
It seems fitting for MCC. We are in a symbiotic, mutually beneficial partnership. We are also in it 
for conviviality, for the delight of being together! We are formed inextricably into the Body of 
Christ, and breathed into new life proclaiming the Word òChrist is risen indeed! Alleluia!ó 
 
It seems fitting for our other relationships. Godõs Word is forgiveness, is peace, is reconciliation, is 
love. That is what God strives for in our families, in our friendships, at work. Sometimes as subtle 
as the dew or as hidden as life from a snowfall, Godõs purpose will nevertheless be accomplished. 
 

It seems fitting for the ELCA synod assembly this weekend. In these times denominations have 
reduced allegiance, with reactionary resentment against institutional religion. But assembly and 
UCC annual conference gatherings are reminders that the work of caring for refugees, feeding the 
hungry, addressing climate change, and celebrating Godõs blessing is more than we can accomplish 
on our own. This is big work in the world, for Godõs purposes of giving ourselves to share in life. 
 

Amid Godõs mission to stop harm and to spread life, we join convivially with each other and 
creation in celebrating Godõs success: 
                For you shall go out in joy 
                and be led back in peace; 
                the mountains and the hills before you 
                shall burst into song, 
                and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. ð Isaiah 55:12  
           +nick 

LENTé&éHOLYéWEEK: éTWO-QUESTIONéSURVEY é 
Amid our Easter Alleluias, weõd like to invite you to reflect back on earlier experiences this spring, 
pondering what was especially meaningful for you amid this community and beyond through the 
season of Lent and of Holy Week. This link will connect you to a two-question 
òsurvey,ó inviting you to consider some personal recollection to grasp what was 
significant and inspiring.  We'd also appreciate you typing to share some reflections for 
us to understand and grow. Jen Streit wrote up an article about their House Church 
experience, which you can also read on page 15. Thank you! 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/JSC7WD6
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CommunityéoféHopeéWorshipé 

Christ is Risen! Alleluia!   Join us for Community of Hope and MCC 
shared worship throughout this Easter season of resurrection joy. 

April 30: In a Hope service in the Covenant Room, we journey with 
the disciples on the Road to Emmaus, from lament and confusion to 
meaning-making, to connection, and finally to joyful recognition of 
Jesus in the breaking of bread. 

May 7:  In a Hope service in the Covenant Room, we will be led by Jesus the Good Shepherd, 
gathering around the feast that Jesus prepares as we again share communion. 

May 14: In a Hope service in the Covenant Room, we will listen in as the disciples ask Jesus, 
òShow us Abba God, and we will be satisfied.ó We will encounter this question at the font of 
baptism, welcoming Zoe Meyer into the baptized Body of Christ. 

May 21: In an MCC shared worship in the Blessing Room, we will recognize our High School 
Seniors and celebrate another exciting and meaningful year of Sunday School, which wraps up 
for the summer. 

May 28: In an MCC shared worship in the Blessing Room, we will celebrate the confirmation 
of four young people who have completed their two-year program. You wonõt want to miss as 
they share their faith statements and make an affirmation of their baptism and their 
participation in the Body of Christ in words that are authentic to them at this point in their 
journey. 

Looking Ahead: June 2ñA Hope worship service in the Covenant Room in 
celebration of Pentecost! We will also be collecting one of the four annual UCC 

special offerings called Strengthen the Church.  òEach day, visions and dreams 
are created in the hearts of many in the United Church of Christ. Through the 
Strengthen the Church special mission offering, they can become a reality.  As God 
calls our congregations to be ôchurchõ in new ways, your gift will plant new churches, awaken 
new ideas in existing churches, and develop spiritual life in our youth and young adults. 
Because of this offering, many more will hear the good news that "God is still speaking." 
Strengthen the Church is directed to your church's Conference, Local Church Ministries and The 
Stillspeaking Ministry for these purposes.  Invest in the Vision: Strengthen the Church!ó 

 

AdventéWorshipé 

As Advent continues to celebrate throughout the 50 days of Easter (òChrist is risen 
indeed! Alleluia!ó), we are sharing communion at each service, instead of just 1st & 
3rd Sundays.  Specific liturgies in the month ahead 

May 7 ð ELW 8, òKyrie eleison, on our world and on our wayó 

May 14 ð Service in Song (Tom Hind liturgy), òThe Spirit invites us and calls to 
reunite usó 

May 21 ð Shared MCC Sunday School celebration & senior recognition  

May 28 ð Shared MCC service with Confirmation for Mindi Bradt, Audrey Kuhn, 
Zoe Meyer, and Isla Parker 
 

Please note:  May 28 is the beginning of our summer worship schedule at MCC! 
Worship services begin at 9:30am, from Memorial Day through Labor Day. 

MAYéWORSHIPéATéMCC 
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SANCTUARY 

 

òBehold! I stand at the door and knock.ó 
Life for an immigrant has always been risky, leaving 
oneõs homeland and way of life, possibly oneõs 
language or family. But the risks of staying in an 
unsafe political situation or being in a perpetually 
depressed economic climate can make the journey 
appealing, or necessary. The way is often arduous, 
and sometimes downright dan gerous. Once in the 
new homeland, there is strong motivation to òmake 
itóñ to settle in and develop new relationships, make 
a contribution to the adopted homeland, follow 
through on promises made to those left behind. For 
those coming to the U.S., obtaining documents for 
legal entry is convoluted, lengthy, and sometimes 
impossibleñespecially for general laborers and those 
without financial means. Yet, these are the people 
that the U.S. also relies on in agriculture, hospitality 
services, childcare, and other job sectors. These are 
the people who contribute to the wealth of the 
country not only through labor but also through 
taxes and cultural capital. 
 

These are our neighbors. They are Godõs beloved. 
Yet, the immigrant community is facing increasing 
risk. Racism and xenophobia are on the rise. Border 
walls are bid and immigrant bans are ordered. There 
has been a shift in immigration enforcement policies. 
Instead of a focus on deporting undocumented 
immigrants who have been convicted through the 
criminal courts, Immigrations and Custom 
Enforcement (ICE) is tasked with removing all 
undocumented immigrants.  
 

In Wisconsin alone, the federal government hopes to 
increase immigrant detention centers from two to 
nine. Breadwinners and parents of young children 
have been detained at ICE check-in appointments. 
ICE raids are possible, and even likely. Immigrant 
families are scurrying to create guardianship 
documents for children that could be left behind. 
The level of anxiety is high.  
The immigrant community in Madison is asking for 
our help, including willingness to provide physical 
sanctuary. In consultation with community partners, 
led by the affected immigrant community, and 
studying the issues involved, the MCC Sanctuary 
Task Force has been working to prepare a 
recommendation on MCC involvement since it was 
created at the MCC annual meeting in January.  
 

Following is the latest update from the Sanctuary 
Task Force: 
At the Sanctuary Task Force meeting on April 27, the 
committee discussed outstanding concerns and 
questions. Given the request that our immigrant 

community has made to our faith communities to 
provide sanctuary sites, the committee voted 
unanimously to make a faith-based recommendation 
to our MCC Leadership Team that we should 
proceed with becoming a physical sanctuary site. We 
believe that the obstacles and outstanding questions 
that persist are able to be resolved, and that this is a 
matter of theology. When Jesus comes knocking at 
our door, we don't want to be separated from him or 
to turn him away. We believe we are being called to 
take a risk and do this, to take a stand for social 
justice for our neighbors who are asking for our help. 
We now await discussion with the Leadership Team 
about next steps and look forward to further with 
our congregations. There is much more work, so 
please consider how you can be involved in these 
efforts for physical sanctuary, and perhaps even more 
in the many larger community efforts.  
 

TheéImmigrantéApostlesôéCreed 
(creditedétoéRev.éJoseéLuiséCasal) 
IçbelieveçinçAlmightyçGod, 

whoçguidedçtheçpeopleçinçexileçandçinçexodus, 
theçGodçofçJosephçinçEgyptçandçDanielçinçBabylon, 

theçGodçofçforeignersçandçimmigrants. 
IçbelieveçinçJesusçChrist,çaçdisplacedçGalilean, 

whoçwasçbornçawayçfromçhisçpeopleçandçhisçhome,çwhoç
üedçhisçcountryçwithçhisçparentsç 
whençhisçlifeçwasçinçdanger. 

Whençheçreturnedçtoçhisçownçcountryçheçsufferedçunderç
theçoppressionçofçPontiusçPilate,çtheçservantçofçaçforeignç
power.çJesusçwasçpersecuted,çbeaten,çtortured,çandç

unjustlyçcondemnedçtoçdeath. 
ButçonçtheçthirdçdayçJesusçroseçfromçtheçdead, 
notçasçaçscornedçforeignerçbutçtoçofferçusç 

citizenshipçinçGodòsçkingdom. 
 

IçbelieveçinçtheçHolyçSpirit, 
theçeternalçimmigrantçfromçGodòsçkingdomçamongçus,ç
whoçspeaksçallçlanguages,çlivesçinçallçcountries, 

andçreunitesçallçraces. 
IçbelieveçthatçtheçChurchçisçtheçsecureçhome 

forçforeignersçandçforçallçbelievers. 
Içbelieveçthatçtheçcommunionçofçsaintsçbeginsç 

whençweçembraceçallç 
Godòsçpeopleçinçallçtheirçdiversity. 

Içbelieveçinçforgiveness,çwhichçmakesçusçallç 
equalçbeforeçGod, 

andçinçreconciliation,çwhichçhealsçourçbrokenness. 
IçbelieveçthatçinçtheçResurrection 
Godçwillçuniteçusçasçoneçpeople 
inçwhichçallçareçdistinctçandçallçareç 

alikeçatçtheçsameçtime. 
Içbelieveçinçlifeçeternal,ç 

inçwhichçnoçoneçwillçbeçforeigner 
butçallçwillçbeçcitizensçofçtheçkingdom 

whereçGodçreignsçforeverçandçever.çAmen. 
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(On April 30 at 9am, our Confirmation students will be discussing their Lenten projects and 
leading conversations on the meaning of stewardship in our lives.  Thatõs a bonus 
commercial for you!) 
 

May 7 & 14, we will be asking òWhatõs in a name?ó  Marily Crews posed a question at the 
2016 MCC annual meeting of how we feel about the name òMadison Christian 
Community.ó  What do labels and identities like òChristianó mean for us in this place and in 
interacting with the world these days?  Itõs not a conversation about a name change, but 
much more a chance to reflect on meaning together and the witness we offer to our 
neighbors. 
 

May 21 will be the Adult Ed wrap-up session for the year, reflecting on what we learned and 
what motivated us and gathering ideas for next year. 
 
 

UPCOMINGéOPPORTUNITIES 
 

BibleéDiscussion 

If youõve been following the annual Bible reading guide, or if youõd just like a chance to chat 
with others about the good and bad, the blessed and the troublesome of reading the Bible, 
join Pastor Nick for some conversation this Monday evening at 6:45pm. 
 

 

NewéMembers 
 

If you or others you know are interested in learning more about membership in the 
congregations of Madison Christian Community, we will be holding a pair of informational 
and orientation sessions this month.  Over meals, weõll be exploring questions about MCC 
and digging into some of the details of our life together.  The two options are either 
Wednesday, May 17 at 6:00pm or Sunday, May 21 around 11:30am (following worship and 
sundaes).  We will be receiving new members along with the shared Confirmation worship 
service on May 21 at 9:30am or on Pentecost the following week June 4 in separate worship 
service.  If you indicated interest in serving as a new member partner on Time & Talent, you 
might be ready for an invitation in coming weeks! 
 

SpiritualéCompanionéGroup:éThursdayséinéMayéé 

Wish to deepen your connection with the Divine, as well as with a small 
group of spiritual pilgrims at the MCC? A new Spiritual Companion 
Group is forming, which will meet at 6:30pm each Thursday beginning 
May 4 and continuing through the end of May. What is a spiritual 
companion? At the end of a six-week group that ran earlier this year, 
participants the question this way: a spiritual companion is a prayer 
partner, someone you can feel free to talk with about spiritual issues, someone you can share 
how it is with your soul. The group provides a safe and nurturing place for these types of 
relationship using a variety of creative exercises, time for reflection, and conversation. Each 
spiritual companion group is designed for those who choose to make a commitment to the 
full series, rather than as a drop-in class. This òcovenant groupó style fosters trusting 
relationships.  Everyone is welcome. The group will be facilitated by Pastor Sonja. Contact 
her with any questions.  

ADULTéEDUCATIONéINéMAYé 
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UPCOMINGéOPPORTUNITIES 

 

 

 
FAREé(FaithéinéActionéforéRacialéEquity) 

This group meets Sunday, April 30, 11:45-1:45pm. Participants should make every effort to 
attend, as we will be reviewing next steps for the life of the group as we take what we are 
learning into action within and beyond  the MCC. The group has spent the last several months 
exploring the issues related to racism, privilege, and intersectionality, and are at the point of 
getting to the heart of their own racial histories and determining where they see their agency 
related to racial justice. They have been equipping themselves for engagement. This group 
began in August of last year and committed to an extended study of racism and racial justice. 
Additional opportunities for MCC folk to learn about and get involved with racial justice are 
forthcoming, with the hope that some of our FARE participants will take leadership in this. 

 

Forming:éJameséHamreéCompanionéTeamééé 

Community of Hope member James Hamre is hard to miss in a 
congregation filled with people who motor on their own two feet, with 
or without the assistance of canes or walkers. James motors literallyñ
with the assistance of a wheelchair. James, who has MS, comes faithfully 
to worship on Sunday mornings, traveling all the way from the Belmont 
Rehab Center on the Badger Bus. In addition to mobility problems, 
James also has difficulty using his hands and speaking is an effort. He has 
had an enormous amount of patience with us as we strive to make our 
community accessible. Weõre making strides, but have more to learn!  
 

After worship on Sunday, May 7, James and his sister, Karleen, will meet with those 
interested in getting to know him better and learning how we can ensure his participate as fully 
as possible, primarily in Hope and shared MCC worship settings. Weõll  get answers to 
questions people most often ask: How do you operate his wheelchair? What can James do on 
his own and with what does he need assistance? Can he have food or drink while heõs here? 
Whatõs most helpful to him during worship? James and Karleen will answer these and other 
questions people have. Julie James is coordinating a group from Hope that will serve as his 
Companion Team, but others who wish to make a stronger connection with James and learn 
about these accessibility issues also are invited to the May 7 information session. 
 

StudyéSessionséonéFaith,éSexism,éandéJustice 

The ELCA is in the process of developing a social statement on Women 
and Justice.  (In the ELCA, social statements guide our theological 
reflection on a variety of ethical themes.)  In the development process, you 
are invited to join Pastor Nick for three sessions on Faith, Sexism, and 
Justice.  Our sessions are scheduled biweekly on Mondays, 7:00-7:30pm.   
May 22:  What problems do women face, and what does justice require?  

          How is sexism personal, and how are we the body of Christ together? 
June 5:    What does economic sexism look like, and how can we seek equity for all? 
                How can we address violence against women and girls? 
June 12:  Why do words and images for God matter? 
                How do we challenge the misuse of Scripture against women and girls? 

Obviously, all gender identities and expressions are welcome to participate (including 
men).  And though this is an ELCA process, the conversations should be fruitful for Hope 
UCC members, too.  If there is interest and need, weõll schedule another set later in the 
summer. 

For more background and materials, visit http://elca.org/womenandjustice  

http://elca.org/womenandjustice

































