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The Good Word 
COMEéANDéSEE 

òDid you know that when the butterfly emerges 

from its chrysalis it has a swollen abdomen and 
the butterfly has to pump the liquid into its wings 
to inflate them and then the wings have to dry and 
get stronger before itõs ready to take its first flight 
itõs amazing!ó This run-on sentence tumbled out 
of my mouth more than once, followed by òCome 
and see! The butterfly is out!ó  

Our Monarch-tending this summer, part of our 
midweek worship theme, was fabulous. (Thank 
you John Gern for helping us make this happen!). 
Even if you werenõt able to join us on Tuesday 
evenings, I hope you followed the photos on 
Facebook or peeked at the progress on Sunday 
mornings.  

My favorite part was the metamorphosis and 
release. The third and final Monarch emergence 
was made more special by the timing, which 
occurred the day of Lynn Breedloveõs motherõs 
memorial service. Picture-perfect resurrection 
symbolism. òCome and see!ó I said with 
enthusiasm to Lynnõs family that day, just as I had 
with others who happened to be around the 
building on the days the first two butterflies were 
released.  

This is a familiar refrain in our faith story. òCome 
and see what God has done,ó the psalmist wrote 
(Ps 66). òCome and see,ó said the star to the Magi. 
òCome and see,ó said Jesus to his first disciples in 
the Gospel of John, who had asked him where he 
lived. As we continue to read the Word of God in 
scripture and in nature this upcoming fall season 
in both new and familiar ways, will we invite 
others to òCome and see what God is doing?ó 
And will we, too, follow after the way of Jesus to 
find out where he dwells?  

I hope so. And I hope we will do this with 
butterfly zeal!    Blessings, Pastor Sonja 
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THEéWORKéOFéMINISTRY 

Holidays can be in flux.  Some are well-
observed.  Some just pass by.  Some are 
religious (like Christmas, at least sorta and 
originally). Some are secular but offer 
religious connections (like Thanksgiving, with 
President Lincolnõs proclamation of praise for 
our òbeneficent Creatoró).  Personally, Iõm in 
favor of claiming more from the neglected 
Labor Day holiday. 

More than a last hurrah of summer or a 
transition into busy school years, we 
Christians who are dedicated to carrying out 
Godõs work in our lives and in our world 
should well celebrate Labor Day.  We believe 
our labors are part of the immense shared 
community of creation, each in some way 
caring for and serving the others, each with 
our unique capabilities.  When a work 
situation falls short of that standard by being 
demeaning, coerced, or unfairly compensated, 
we argue for better.  We can do no other. 

Also, in that way we donõt limit some callings 
as holier or see work as only serving to get a 
paycheck.  Martin Luther rightly understood 
that some of the most consistent and God-
given of our vocations are those that take 
place in our homes and amid our 
family.  Even if those arenõt the easiest, most 
well-acclaimed, or best-compensated, within 
that close proximity of our relationships is the 
primary venue where love is shared and life is 
sustained, which is the fundamental character 
of Godõs work in our world. 

Besides blessings for and celebrations of 
Labor Day, at MCC weõll continue part of our 
observance a week later with òGodõs work, 
Our handsó Sunday on September 11 as we 
join together in volunteering on a variety of 
service projects and missional tasks.     +nick 

 
 



Page 2  September 2016 

Guiding Principle: 

Nurture deep 

spirituality and 

generosity 

 

THEéJOYSéOFéSUMMERéATéMCC 

InternetçLinkç
Backçto 

OfçSpecialç
Interest: 

 

 

 

 






























