Advent to Go – Summer 2016
Amid busy lives and vacations and full weekends,
you may find summer a hard time to make it to worship
and may be missing your church community.
This booklet has the Gospel readings and prayers of the day
for each week through Labor Day (though some will change as we have
shared MCC services—watch for updates).
If you can’t be in worship, take the booklet with you,
do some Bible reading wherever you find yourself,
maybe have some conversation about it, and join in prayer!
June 5 – 3rd Sunday after Pentecost
GOSPEL: Luke 7:11-17
11
Soon afterwards [Jesus] went to a town called Nain, and his disciples
and a large crowd went with him. 12As he approached the gate of the
town, a man who had died was being carried out. He was his mother's
only son, and she was a widow; and with her was a large crowd from the
town. 13When the Lord saw her, he had compassion for her and said to
her, "Do not weep." 14Then he came forward and touched the bier, and
the bearers stood still. And he said, "Young man, I say to you, rise!"
15
The dead man sat up and began to speak, and Jesus gave him to his
mother. 16Fear seized all of them; and they glorified God, saying, "A
great prophet has risen among us!" and "God has looked favorably on his
people!" 17This word about him spread throughout Judea and all the
surrounding country.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Compassionate God, you have assured the human family of eternal life
through Jesus Christ. Deliver us from the death of sin, and raise us to
new life in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen
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June 12 – 4th Sunday after Pentecost
GOSPEL: Luke 7:36—8:3
36
One of the Pharisees asked Jesus to eat with him, and he went into the
Pharisee's house and took his place at the table. 37And a woman in the
city, who was a sinner, having learned that he was eating in the
Pharisee's house, brought an alabaster jar of ointment. 38She stood behind
him at his feet, weeping, and began to bathe his feet with her tears and to
dry them with her hair. Then she continued kissing his feet and anointing
them with the ointment. 39Now when the Pharisee who had invited him
saw it, he said to himself, "If this man were a prophet, he would have
known who and what kind of woman this is who is touching him—that
she is a sinner." 40Jesus spoke up and said to him, "Simon, I have
something to say to you." "Teacher," he replied, "speak." 41A certain
creditor had two debtors; one owed five hundred denarii, and the other
fifty. 42When they could not pay, he canceled the debts for both of them.
Now which of them will love him more?" 43Simon answered, "I suppose
the one for whom he canceled the greater debt." And Jesus said to him,
"You have judged rightly." 44Then turning toward the woman, he said to
Simon, "Do you see this woman? I entered your house; you gave me no
water for my feet, but she has bathed my feet with her tears and dried
them with her hair. 45You gave me no kiss, but from the time I came in
she has not stopped kissing my feet. 46You did not anoint my head with
oil, but she has anointed my feet with ointment. 47Therefore, I tell you,
her sins, which were many, have been forgiven; hence she has shown
great love. But the one to whom little is forgiven, loves little." 48Then he
said to her, "Your sins are forgiven." 49But those who were at the table
with him began to say among themselves, "Who is this who even
forgives sins?" 50And he said to the woman, "Your faith has saved you;
go in peace."
8:1
Soon afterwards he went on through cities and villages,
proclaiming and bringing the good news of the kingdom of God. The
twelve were with him, 2as well as some women who had been cured of
evil spirits and infirmities: Mary, called Magdalene, from whom seven
demons had gone out, 3and Joanna, the wife of Herod's steward Chuza,
and Susanna, and many others, who provided for them out of their
resources.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God, throughout the ages you judge your people with mercy, and you
inspire us to speak your truth. By your Spirit, anoint us for lives of faith
and service, and bring all people into your forgiveness, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen
June 19 – 5th Sunday after Pentecost
GOSPEL: Luke 8:26-39
26
Then [Jesus and his disciples] arrived at the country of the Gerasenes,
which is opposite Galilee. 27As he stepped out on land, a man of the city
who had demons met him. For a long time he had worn no clothes, and
he did not live in a house but in the tombs. 28When he saw Jesus, he fell
down before him and shouted at the top of his voice, "What have you to
do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg you, do not torment
me"— 29for Jesus had commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the
man. (For many times it had seized him; he was kept under guard and
bound with chains and shackles, but he would break the bonds and be
driven by the demon into the wilds.) 30Jesus then asked him, "What is
your name?" He said, "Legion"; for many demons had entered him.
31
They begged him not to order them to go back into the abyss.
32
Now there on the hillside a large herd of swine was feeding; and
the demons begged Jesus to let them enter these. So he gave them
permission. 33Then the demons came out of the man and entered the
swine, and the herd rushed down the steep bank into the lake and was
drowned.
34
When the swineherds saw what had happened, they ran off and told
it in the city and in the country. 35Then people came out to see what had
happened, and when they came to Jesus, they found the man from whom
the demons had gone sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed and in his right
mind. And they were afraid. 36Those who had seen it told them how the
one who had been possessed by demons had been healed. 37Then all the
people of the surrounding country of the Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave
them; for they were seized with great fear. So he got into the boat and
returned. 38The man from whom the demons had gone begged that he
might be with him; but Jesus sent him away, saying, 39Return to your
home, and declare how much God has done for you. So he went away,
proclaiming throughout the city how much Jesus had done for him.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
O Lord God, we bring before you the cries of a sorrowing world. In your
mercy set us free from the chains that bind us, and defend us from
everything that is evil, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen
June 26 – 6th Sunday after Pentecost
GOSPEL: Luke 9:51-62
51
When the days drew near for [Jesus] to be taken up, he set his face to
go to Jerusalem. 52And he sent messengers ahead of him. On their way
they entered a village of the Samaritans to make ready for him; 53but they
did not receive him, because his face was set toward Jerusalem. 54When
his disciples James and John saw it, they said, "Lord, do you want us to
command fire to come down from heaven and consume them?" 55But he
turned and rebuked them. 56Then they went on to another village.
57
As they were going along the road, someone said to him, "I will
follow you wherever you go." 58And Jesus said to him, "Foxes have
holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to
lay his head." 59To another he said, "Follow me." But he said, "Lord, first
let me go and bury my father." 60But Jesus said to him, "Let the dead
bury their own dead; but as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of
God." 61Another said, "I will follow you, Lord; but let me first say
farewell to those at my home." 62Jesus said to him, "No one who puts a
hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God."
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Sovereign God, ruler of all hearts, you call us to obey you, and you favor
us with true freedom. Keep us faithful to the ways of your Son, that,
leaving behind all that hinders us, we may steadfastly follow your paths,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen
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July 3 – 7th Sunday after Pentecost
GOSPEL: Luke 10:1-11, 16-20
After this the Lord appointed seventy others and sent them on ahead of
him in pairs to every town and place where he himself intended to go.
2
He said to them, "The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few;
therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.
3
Go on your way. See, I am sending you out like lambs into the midst of
wolves. 4Carry no purse, no bag, no sandals; and greet no one on the
road. 5Whatever house you enter, first say, 'Peace to this house!' 6And if
anyone is there who shares in peace, your peace will rest on that person;
but if not, it will return to you. 7Remain in the same house, eating and
drinking whatever they provide, for the laborer deserves to be paid. Do
not move about from house to house. 8Whenever you enter a town and its
people welcome you, eat what is set before you; 9cure the sick who are
there, and say to them, 'The kingdom of God has come near to you.' 10But
whenever you enter a town and they do not welcome you, go out into its
streets and say, 11'Even the dust of your town that clings to our feet, we
wipe off in protest against you. Yet know this: the kingdom of God has
come near.' 16Whoever listens to you listens to me, and whoever rejects
you rejects me, and whoever rejects me rejects the one who sent me.
17
The seventy returned with joy, saying, "Lord, in your name even
the demons submit to us!" 18He said to them, "I watched Satan fall from
heaven like a flash of lightning. 19See, I have given you authority to tread
on snakes and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy; and
nothing will hurt you. 20Nevertheless, do not rejoice at this, that the
spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven."
PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God, the Father of our Lord Jesus, you are the city that shelters us, the
mother who comforts us. With your Spirit accompany us on our life's
journey, that we may spread your peace in all the world, through your
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen

5

July 10 – 8th Sunday after Pentecost
GOSPEL: Luke 10:25-37
25
Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. "Teacher," he said, "what must
I do to inherit eternal life?" 26He said to him, "What is written in the law?
What do you read there?" 27He answered, "You shall love the Lord your
God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your
strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself." 28And
he said to him, "You have given the right answer; do this, and you will
live."
29
But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, "And who is my
neighbor?" 30Jesus replied, "A man was going down from Jerusalem to
Jericho, and fell into the hands of robbers, who stripped him, beat him,
and went away, leaving him half dead. 31Now by chance a priest was
going down that road; and when he saw him, he passed by on the other
side. 32So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him,
passed by on the other side. 33But a Samaritan while traveling came near
him; and when he saw him, he was moved with pity. 34He went to him
and bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and wine on them. Then he
put him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him.
35
The next day he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and
said, 'Take care of him; and when I come back, I will repay you whatever
more you spend.' 36Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbor to
the man who fell into the hands of the robbers?" 37He said, "The one who
showed him mercy." Jesus said to him, "Go and do likewise."
PRAYER OF THE DAY
O Lord God, your mercy delights us, and the world longs for your loving
care. Hear the cries of everyone in need, and turn our hearts to love our
neighbors with the love of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen
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July 17 – 9th Sunday after Pentecost
GOSPEL: Luke 10:38-42
38
Now as [Jesus and his disciples] went on their way, he entered a certain
village, where a woman named Martha welcomed him into her home.
39
She had a sister named Mary, who sat at the Lord's feet and listened to
what he was saying. 40But Martha was distracted by her many tasks; so
she came to him and asked, "Lord, do you not care that my sister has left
me to do all the work by myself? Tell her then to help me." 41But the
Lord answered her, "Martha, Martha, you are worried and distracted by
many things; 42there is need of only one thing.
Mary has chosen the better part, which will not be taken away from
her."
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Eternal God, you draw near to us in Christ, and you make yourself our
guest. Amid the cares of our lives, make us attentive to your presence,
that we may treasure your word above all else, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen
July 24 – 10th Sunday after Pentecost
GOSPEL: Luke 11:1-13
1
[Jesus] was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, one of
his disciples said to him, "Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his
disciples." 2He said to them, "When you pray, say:
Father, hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come.
3
Give us each day our daily bread.
4
And forgive us our sins,
for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us.
And do not bring us to the time of trial."
5
And he said to them, "Suppose one of you has a friend, and you go to
him at midnight and say to him, 'Friend, lend me three loaves of bread;
6
for a friend of mine has arrived, and I have nothing to set before him.'
7
And he answers from within, 'Do not bother me; the door has already
been locked, and my children are with me in bed; I cannot get up and
give you anything.' 8I tell you, even though he will not get up and give
7

him anything because he is his friend, at least because of his persistence
he will get up and give him whatever he needs.
9
So I say to you, Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will
find; knock, and the door will be opened for you. 10For everyone who
asks receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who
knocks, the door will be opened. 11Is there anyone among you who, if
your child asks for a fish, will give a snake instead of a fish? 12Or if the
child asks for an egg, will give a scorpion? 13If you then, who are evil,
know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the
heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!"
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Almighty and ever-living God, you are always more ready to hear than
we are to pray, and you gladly give more than we either desire or
deserve. Pour upon us your abundant mercy. Forgive us those things that
weigh on our conscience, and give us those good things that come only
through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen
July 31 – 11th Sunday after Pentecost
GOSPEL: Luke 12:13-21
13
Someone in the crowd said to [Jesus,] "Teacher, tell my brother to
divide the family inheritance with me." 14But he said to him, "Friend,
who set me to be a judge or arbitrator over you?" 15And he said to them,
"Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; for one's life
does not consist in the abundance of possessions." 16Then he told them a
parable: "The land of a rich man produced abundantly. 17And he thought
to himself, 'What should I do, for I have no place to store my crops?'
18
Then he said, 'I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build larger
ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 19And I will say to
my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat,
drink, be merry.' 20But God said to him, 'You fool! This very night your
life is being demanded of you. And the things you have prepared, whose
will they be?' 21So it is with those who store up treasures for themselves
but are not rich toward God."
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Benevolent God, you are the source, the guide, and the goal of our lives.
Teach us to love what is worth loving, to reject what is offensive to you,
and to treasure what is precious in your sight, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen
August 7 – 12th Sunday after Pentecost
GOSPEL: Luke 12:32-40
[Jesus said:] 32"Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father's good
pleasure to give you the kingdom. 33Sell your possessions, and give alms.
Make purses for yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in
heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. 34For where
your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
35
Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; 36be like those who
are waiting for their master to return from the wedding banquet, so that
they may open the door for him as soon as he comes and knocks.
37
Blessed are those slaves whom the master finds alert when he comes;
truly I tell you, he will fasten his belt and have them sit down to eat, and
he will come and serve them. 38If he comes during the middle of the
night, or near dawn, and finds them so, blessed are those slaves.
39
But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour
the thief was coming, he would not have let his house be broken into.
40
You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected
hour."
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Almighty God, you sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and light of your
church. Open our hearts to the riches of your grace, that we may be ready
to receive you wherever you appear, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen
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August 14 – 13th Sunday after Pentecost
GOSPEL: Luke 12:49-56
[Jesus said:] 49"I came to bring fire to the earth, and how I wish it were
already kindled! 50I have a baptism with which to be baptized, and what
stress I am under until it is completed! 51Do you think that I have come to
bring peace to the earth? No, I tell you, but rather division! 52From now
on five in one household will be divided, three against two and two
against three; 53they will be divided:
father against son and son against father,
mother against daughter and daughter against mother,
mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law
and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law."
54
He also said to the crowds, "When you see a cloud rising in the west,
you immediately say, 'It is going to rain'; and so it happens. 55And when
you see the south wind blowing, you say, 'There will be scorching heat';
and it happens. 56You hypocrites! You know how to interpret the
appearance of earth and sky, but why do you not know how to interpret
the present time?
PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God, judge eternal, you love justice and hate oppression, and you call
us to share your zeal for truth. Give us courage to take our stand with all
victims of bloodshed and greed, and, following your servants and
prophets, to look to the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen
August 21 – 14th Sunday after Pentecost
GOSPEL: Luke 13:10-17
10
Now [Jesus] was teaching in one of the synagogues on the sabbath.
11
And just then there appeared a woman with a spirit that had crippled
her for eighteen years. She was bent over and was quite unable to stand
up straight. 12When Jesus saw her, he called her over and said, "Woman,
you are set free from your ailment." 13When he laid his hands on her,
immediately she stood up straight and began praising God. 14But the
leader of the synagogue, indignant because Jesus had cured on the
sabbath, kept saying to the crowd, "There are six days on which work
10

ought to be done; come on those days and be cured, and not on the
sabbath day." 15But the Lord answered him and said, "You hypocrites!
Does not each of you on the sabbath untie his ox or his donkey from the
manger, and lead it away to give it water? 16And ought not this woman, a
daughter of Abraham whom Satan bound for eighteen long years, be set
free from this bondage on the sabbath day?" 17When he said this, all his
opponents were put to shame; and the entire crowd was rejoicing at all
the wonderful things that he was doing.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God, mighty and immortal, you know that as fragile creatures
surrounded by great dangers, we cannot by ourselves stand upright. Give
us strength of mind and body, so that even when we suffer because of
human sin, we may rise victorious through your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen
August 28 – 15th Sunday after Pentecost
GOSPEL: Luke 14:1, 7-14
1
On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the
Pharisees to eat a meal on the sabbath, they were watching him closely.
7
When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, he told
them a parable. 8"When you are invited by someone to a wedding
banquet, do not sit down at the place of honor, in case someone more
distinguished than you has been invited by your host; 9and the host who
invited both of you may come and say to you, 'Give this person your
place,' and then in disgrace you would start to take the lowest place.
10
But when you are invited, go and sit down at the lowest place, so that
when your host comes, he may say to you, 'Friend, move up higher'; then
you will be honored in the presence of all who sit at the table with you.
11
For all who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble
themselves will be exalted." 12He said also to the one who had invited
him, "When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do not invite your friends
or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors, in case they may
invite you in return, and you would be repaid. 13But when you give a
banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. 14And you
will be blessed, because they cannot repay you, for you will be repaid at
the resurrection of the righteous."
11

PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God, you resist those who are proud and give grace to those who are
humble. Give us the humility of your Son, that we may embody the
generosity of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen
September 4 – 16th Sunday after Pentecost
GOSPEL: Luke 14:25-33
25
Now large crowds were traveling with [Jesus;] and he turned and said
to them, 26"Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and mother,
wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be
my disciple. 27Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me cannot be
my disciple. 28For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not first
sit down and estimate the cost, to see whether he has enough to complete
it? 29Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish,
all who see it will begin to ridicule him, 30saying, 'This fellow began to
build and was not able to finish.' 31Or what king, going out to wage war
against another king, will not sit down first and consider whether he is
able with ten thousand to oppose the one who comes against him with
twenty thousand? 32If he cannot, then, while the other is still far away, he
sends a delegation and asks for the terms of peace. 33So therefore, none
of you can become my disciple if you do not give up all your
possessions.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Direct us, O Lord God, in all our doings with your continual help, that in
all our works, begun, continued, and ended in you, we may glorify your
holy name; and finally, by your mercy, bring us to everlasting life,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen
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