Gospel to Go – Summer 2017
Amid busy lives and vacations and full weekends,
you may find summer a hard time to make it to worship
and may be missing your church community.
This booklet has the Gospel readings followed by prayers of the day
for each week through Labor Day
(though some may change for shared MCC services).
If you can’t be in worship, take the booklet with you,
do some Bible reading wherever you find yourself,
maybe have some conversation about it, and join in prayer!
May 28 – 7th Sunday of Easter
GOSPEL: John 17:1–11
After Jesus had spoken these words [to his disciples], he looked up to
heaven and said, "Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the
Son may glorify you, 2since you have given him authority over all
people, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. 3And this is
eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ
whom you have sent. 4I glorified you on earth by finishing the work that
you gave me to do. 5So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence
with the glory that I had in your presence before the world existed.
6
“I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from
the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have
kept your word. 7Now they know that everything you have given me is
from you; 8for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and
they have received them and know in truth that I came from you; and
they have believed that you sent me. 9I am asking on their behalf; I am
not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave
me, because they are yours. 10All mine are yours, and yours are mine;
and I have been glorified in them. 11And now I am no longer in the
world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father,
protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be
one, as we are one."
1

PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God of glory, your Son Jesus Christ suffered for us and ascended to
your right hand. Unite us with Christ and each other in suffering and in
joy, that all the world may be drawn into your bountiful presence,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen
June 4 – Pentecost
GOSPEL: John 20:19-23
19
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the
doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of
the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with
you." 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then
the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again,
"Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you." 22When he
had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, "Receive the Holy
Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you
retain the sins of any, they are retained."
PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God, on this day you open the hearts of your faithful people by
sending into us your Holy Spirit. Direct us by the light of that Spirit, that
we may have a right judgment in all things and rejoice at all times in
your peace, through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen
June 11 – The Holy Trinity
GOSPEL: Matthew 28:16-20
16
Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which
Jesus had directed them. 17When they saw him, they worshiped him; but
some doubted. 18And Jesus came and said to them, "All authority in
heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19Go therefore and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20and teaching them to obey everything
that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to
the end of the age."
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
God of heaven and earth, before the foundation of the universe and the
beginning of time you are the triune God: Author of creation, eternal
Word of salvation, life-giving Spirit of wisdom. Guide us to all truth by
your Spirit, that we may proclaim all that Christ has revealed and rejoice
in the glory he shares with us. Glory and praise to you, Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen
June 18 – 2nd Sunday after Pentecost
GOSPEL: Matthew 9:35-10:8
35
Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their
synagogues, and proclaiming the good news of the kingdom, and curing
every disease and every sickness. 36When he saw the crowds, he had
compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like
sheep without a shepherd. 37Then he said to his disciples, "The harvest is
plentiful, but the laborers are few; 38therefore ask the Lord of the harvest
to send out laborers into his harvest."
10:1
Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them
authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to cure every disease
and every sickness. 2These are the names of the twelve apostles: first,
Simon, also known as Peter, and his brother Andrew; James son of
Zebedee, and his brother John; 3Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and
Matthew the tax collector; James son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus;
4
Simon the Cananaean, and Judas Iscariot, the one who betrayed him.
5
These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: "Go
nowhere among the Gentiles, and enter no town of the Samaritans, 6but
go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 7As you go, proclaim the
good news, 'The kingdom of heaven has come near.' 8Cure the sick, raise
the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons. You received without
payment; give without payment.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Teach us, good Lord God, to serve you as you deserve, to give and not to
count the cost, to fight and not to heed the wounds, to toil and not to seek
for rest, to labor and not to ask for reward, except that of knowing that
we do your will, through Jesus Crist, our Savior and Lord. Amen
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June 25 – 3rd Sunday after Pentecost
GOSPEL: Matthew 10:24–39
[Jesus said to the twelve:] 24“A disciple is not above the teacher, nor a
slave above the master; 25it is enough for the disciple to be like the
teacher, and the slave like the master. If they have called the master of
the house Beelzebul, how much more will they malign those of his
household!
26
“So have no fear of them; for nothing is covered up that will not be
uncovered, and nothing secret that will not become known. 27What I say
to you in the dark, tell in the light; and what you hear whispered,
proclaim from the housetops. 28Do not fear those who kill the body but
cannot kill the soul; rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body
in hell. 29Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them
will fall to the ground apart from your Father. 30And even the hairs of
your head are all counted. 31So do not be afraid; you are of more value
than many sparrows.
32
“Everyone therefore who acknowledges me before others, I also
will acknowledge before my Father in heaven; 33but whoever denies me
before others, I also will deny before my Father in heaven.
34
“Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have
not come to bring peace, but a sword.
35
For I have come to set a man against his father,
and a daughter against her mother,
and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law;
36
and one's foes will be members of one's own household.
37
Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and
whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; 38and
whoever does not take up the cross and follow me is not worthy of me.
39
Those who find their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for
my sake will find it.”
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Teach us, good Lord God, to serve you as you deserve, to give and not to
count the cost, to fight and not to heed the wounds, to toil and not to seek
for rest, to labor and not to ask for reward, except that of knowing that
we do your will, through Jesus Crist, our Savior and Lord. Amen
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July 2 – 4th Sunday after Pentecost
GOSPEL: Matthew 10:40-42
40
Jesus said, "Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever
welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me. 41Whoever welcomes a
prophet in the name of a prophet will receive a prophet's reward; and
whoever welcomes a righteous person in the name of a righteous person
will receive the reward of the righteous; 42and whoever gives even a cup
of cold water to one of these little ones in the name of a disciple—truly I
tell you, none of these will lose their reward."
PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God, you direct our lives by your grace, and your words of justice and
mercy reshape the world. Mold us into a people who welcome your word
and serve one another, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen
July 9 – 5th Sunday after Pentecost
GOSPEL: Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30
16
Jesus asked, "But to what will I compare this generation? It is like
children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one another,
17
‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance;
we wailed, and you did not mourn.’
18
For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, "He has a
demon'; 19the Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, "Look,
a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!' Yet
wisdom is vindicated by her deeds."
25
At that time Jesus said, "I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and
earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and the
intelligent and have revealed them to infants; 26yes, Father, for such was
your gracious will. 27All things have been handed over to me by my
Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows
the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal
him.
28
"Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy
burdens, and I will give you rest. 29Take my yoke upon you, and learn
from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for
your souls. 30For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light."
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. You have made us for
yourself, and our hearts are restless until they rest in you. Grant that we
may believe in you, call upon you, know you, and serve you, through
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen
July 16 – 6th Sunday after Pentecost
GOSPEL: Matthew 13:1–9, 18–23
1
That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2Such
great crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there,
while the whole crowd stood on the beach. 3And he told them many
things in parables, saying: "Listen! A sower went out to sow. 4And as he
sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up.
5
Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil,
and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. 6But when
the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had no root, they
withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up
and choked them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain,
some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9Let anyone with ears
listen!"
18
“Hear then the parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears the word
of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and
snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the
path. 20As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears
the word and immediately receives it with joy; 21yet such a person has no
root, but endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises
on account of the word, that person immediately falls away. 22As for
what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the
cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields
nothing. 23But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who
hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in
one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty."
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By
your Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and
grow in faith and hope and love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen
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July 23 – 7th Sunday after Pentecost
GOSPEL: Matthew 13:24–30, 36–43
24
[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: "The kingdom of
heaven may be compared to someone who sowed good seed in his field;
25
but while everybody was asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds
among the wheat, and then went away. 26So when the plants came up and
bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. 27And the slaves of the
householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' 28He answered,
'An enemy has done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us
to go and gather them?' 29But he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds
you would uproot the wheat along with them. 30Let both of them grow
together until the harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the reapers,
Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather
the wheat into my barn.'"
36
Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples
approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the
field." 37He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of
Man; 38the field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the
kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one, 39and the enemy
who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the
reapers are angels. 40Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with
fire, so will it be at the end of the age. 41The Son of Man will send his
angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all
evildoers, 42and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43Then the righteous will shine
like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!"
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with
firmness and compassion. By your Spirit nurture us who live in your
kingdom, that we may be rooted in the way of your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen
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July 30 – 8th Sunday after Pentecost
GOSPEL: Matthew 13:31–33, 44–52
31
[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: "The kingdom of
heaven is like a mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field;
32
it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest
of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make
nests in its branches." 33He told them another parable: "The kingdom of
heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three measures
of flour until all of it was leavened."
44
“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which
someone found and hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has
and buys that field.
45
“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine
pearls; 46on finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he
had and bought it.
47
“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into
the sea and caught fish of every kind; 48when it was full, they drew it
ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad.
49
So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and
separate the evil from the righteous 50and throw them into the furnace of
fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
51
“Have you understood all this?” They answered, "Yes." 52And he
said to them, "Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the
kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of
his treasure what is new and what is old."
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of your
Son you bring us into your kingdom of justice and mercy. By your Spirit,
give us your wisdom, that we may treasure the life that comes from Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen
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August 6 – 9th Sunday after Pentecost
GOSPEL: Matthew 14:13–21
13
Now when Jesus heard [about the beheading of John the Baptist,] he
withdrew from there in a boat to a deserted place by himself. But when
the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot from the towns. 14When
he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion for them
and cured their sick. 15When it was evening, the disciples came to him
and said, "This is a deserted place, and the hour is now late; send the
crowds away so that they may go into the villages and buy food for
themselves." 16Jesus said to them, "They need not go away; you give
them something to eat." 17They replied, "We have nothing here but five
loaves and two fish." 18And he said, "Bring them here to me." 19Then he
ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and
the two fish, he looked up to heaven, and blessed and broke the loaves,
and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the
crowds. 20And all ate and were filled; and they took up what was left
over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full. 21And those who ate were
about five thousand men, besides women and children.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Glorious God, your generosity waters the world with goodness, and you
cover creation with abundance. Awaken in us a hunger for the food that
satisfies both body and spirit, and with this food fill all the starving
world; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen
August 13 – 10th Sunday after Pentecost
GOSPEL: Matthew 14:22–33
22
Immediately [Jesus] made the disciples get into the boat and go on
ahead to the other side [of the Sea of Galilee,] while he dismissed the
crowds. 23And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the
mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone,
24
but by this time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land,
for the wind was against them. 25And early in the morning he came
walking toward them on the sea. 26But when the disciples saw him
walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, "It is a ghost!" And they
cried out in fear. 27But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, "Take
heart, it is I; do not be afraid."
9

28

Peter answered him, "Lord, if it is you, command me to come to
you on the water." 29He said, "Come." So Peter got out of the boat,
started walking on the water, and came toward Jesus. 30But when he
noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he
cried out, "Lord, save me!" 31Jesus immediately reached out his hand and
caught him, saying to him, "You of little faith, why did you doubt?"
32
When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33And those in the boat
worshiped him, saying, "Truly you are the Son of God."
PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause us to be
afraid. Rescue your people from despair, deliver your sons and daughters
from fear, and preserve us in the faith of your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen
August 20 – 11th Sunday after Pentecost
GOSPEL: Matthew 15: 10–28
[Jesus] 10called the crowd to him and said to them, "Listen and
understand: 11it is not what goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but
it is what comes out of the mouth that defiles." 12Then the disciples
approached and said to him, "Do you know that the Pharisees took
offense when they heard what you said?" 13He answered, "Every plant
that my heavenly Father has not planted will be uprooted. 14Let them
alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And if one blind person guides
another, both will fall into a pit." 15But Peter said to him, "Explain this
parable to us." 16Then he said, "Are you also still without understanding?
17
Do you not see that whatever goes into the mouth enters the stomach,
and goes out into the sewer? 18But what comes out of the mouth proceeds
from the heart, and this is what defiles. 19For out of the heart come evil
intentions, murder, adultery, fornication, theft, false witness, slander.
20
These are what defile a person, but to eat with unwashed hands does
not defile."
21
Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and
Sidon. 22Just then a Canaanite woman from that region came out and
started shouting, "Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter
is tormented by a demon." 23But he did not answer her at all. And his
disciples came and urged him, saying, "Send her away, for she keeps
shouting after us." 24He answered, "I was sent only to the lost sheep of
10

the house of Israel." 25But she came and knelt before him, saying, "Lord,
help me." 26He answered, "It is not fair to take the children's food and
throw it to the dogs." 27She said, "Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the
crumbs that fall from their masters' table." 28Then Jesus answered her,
"Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish." And
her daughter was healed instantly.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those who call
upon you. Teach us as disciples of your Son to love the world with
compassion and constancy, that your name may be known throughout the
earth, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen
August 27 – 12th Sunday after Pentecost
GOSPEL: Matthew 16:13–20
13
Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked
his disciples, "Who do people say that the Son of Man is?" 14And they
said, "Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others
Jeremiah or one of the prophets." 15He said to them, "But who do you say
that I am?" 16Simon Peter answered, "You are the Messiah, the Son of
the living God." 17And Jesus answered him, "Blessed are you, Simon son
of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father
in heaven. 18And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build
my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. 19I will give
you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth
will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed
in heaven." 20Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that
he was the Messiah.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the
rock of our life. Be our strong foundation and form us into the body of
your Son, that we may gladly minister to all the world, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen
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September 4 – 13th Sunday after Pentecost
GOSPEL: Matthew 16:21–28
21
From that time on [after Peter confessed that Jesus was the Messiah,]
Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and
undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests and
scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. 22And Peter took
him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, "God forbid it, Lord! This
must never happen to you." 23But he turned and said to Peter, "Get
behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; for you are setting
your mind not on divine things but on human things."
24
Then Jesus told his disciples, "If any want to become my followers,
let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 25For
those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life
for my sake will find it. 26For what will it profit them if they gain the
whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for
their life? 27For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of
his Father, and then he will repay everyone for what has been done.
28
Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who will not taste death
before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom."
PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of suffering for
the sake of the world. Humble us by his example, point us to the path of
obedience, and give us strength to follow your commands, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen
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