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biggest festival of the year (followed now biyes and this world are imbued with holiness.
Halloween, as our Confirmation class ~ That means Christmas cannot be boxed up or
reminded me, based on commercial put to the curb, because even the landfills and

capabilities) is also a newer trend. Originaliasement shelvesind yes, | have to admit

the big three were Easter, Pentecost, and even the noiChristmas songs on the radio

Epiphany. Christmas was a minor preludehnd the unadorned staiieare born with
Godods presence.

! 6d be in favor of by BidbRhd RaP8sEBLPNABY: nor mal

For our current calendars, the liturgical

; X + nick
schedule of Christmas concludes with the



CHRI ST&ABVORSHA P

Check out mGfeistmas Eve picttomsJim Muehl on the MCC
Facebook page (you dondt have to
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January begins with two shared MCC services.

Sunday, January 1, 10:00am, Covenant Room

Wedbve welcomed the baby Jesus, and no
Come bleargyed from late night celebrationsf\oaw Y egar ®syou need],
the celebration of Godods blessing as

Sunday, January 8, 10:15am, Blessing Room, Epiphany Chorale Worship
"The World is About to Turn"

Strategic Directive:
Deepen peopl

connec?ons to Caabchsm%~
eHCCéLJrageborgctécef
that feed their spirits
and equip them for their

life journeys

This annual festival worship features music by our MCC Choir, as well as our own vpices

raised in praise to the Holy One whose birth was announced by the Light of the star
remains the Light of the World through, among, and within all of us.

Communityeéof éHopeéWor shi péSchedu
January 1% Martin Luther King Weekend

January 22 Worship with a UCC emphasis for Ecumenical Sunday

January 29 Look for more to come when Pastor Sonja returns

Advent éWor shipeSchedul e
January 1% Now the Feast liturgy, with communion
January 2 ELW setting #7 (Spanish)

January 29 lona service

Adul t é EdBSauantdiagyrs éat € 9am

January 8." This Far By Faith" the PBS series on the development of the African
American Church in America.

January 15 & 22'The Holy Land Fall 2016". Presented by travelers from MCC.
January 29'Dialoging the Bible". Don Falkos provides an introduction to a potential
of Bible Study for members of MCC.

Annual éMeetings

and who

[l 8t ernetcl
Backc¢to
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series

On Sunday, January 29 after worship services, our congregations will hold their annual

meetings. I f you havendét been, 1 tos a

for the year to come. Following indiuvi

shared MCC meetin@/ease noteAnnual reports this year will primarily be distributed
electronic copies by January (E6few hardcopies will be available at church, as well a
essential pages for the business meetings.)

Mi weekéWor shi péOpportunitieseéeinée
Lent is comingWe will observe Ash Wednesday with a traditional worship service at

March 1.Then, we will have the opportunity to journey through Lent in agsowgdl"house

"N 0O

in
5 a few

Lent
7pm on

church" setting for midreek worship until we gather as a community to observe Maundy

Thursday. Our "house churches" may meet at different times and on differdrttedays.
may be held at MCC or at a home, and may vary irnSgigte. may include a simple

meal. One of the worship opportunities will be Holden Vespers at 7pm on Wednesdays at

MCC. Look for more information to come!
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Staff éUpdat e

Just when you thought staff transitions were done: we are sad to report that Kat
Gatewood, who has been serving in the new Clerical Assistant role since May, has
from her position effective January 5 because of another job with hours that made h
schedule here no | onger workabl e. I n
week position for applications. the meantime (and especially with business of annua
reports), our Administrative Secretary Kaisa Miller will have a lot of work to be
accomplishedt f youdre willing to help out w
us know!

Pastoral éLi steningéEars

Guiding Principle:

Engage one another,
resl

ne%nt?ocrls, and the
er

Cwé&ielrﬂviorlﬁirbactiow% ¢

|i mprove peop

Ith copyir

In the past couple months, a number of you have responded to the invitation to visit with
nNgnt ernet ¢l

one of our pastoiisin the aftermath of the election or the stress of December or ongo
details of life Please know that the opportunity to visit with Pastors Nick and Sonja

al ways remains open i f youdd I|Iike to talk thr

NEW: éThursdayéEveningeSpiritual é
Join with other MCC folks for a fineeek, covenanted small group with an emphasis on

faith

formation. This group will meet on Thursdays from 6:30 to 8:00 pm for the weeks of January

19 through February 16. The purpose of such a group is to provide spiritual compan
for one another along faith's journey and encourage one another to listen for God's

onship

movement in their lives. Pastor Sonja will be the facilitator. Although it's not required, an

RSVP fhccrevsonja@tds.petill assist her planning process. Thanks!

FaithéinéActionéfoé@daRaarglé@Bquit

goals are a chance for participants to practice asking themselves what they most ne
or how they are called into action, and then taking accourtalifliyhe group's suppeito

yé( FARE)
This month, the FARE group will meet on Sunday, January 22, after worship. The group had
two assignments from their December meeting. The first is to shape their personal learning
goals. Our monthly sessions are great times for learning. However, effective engagement with
racial justice requires a commitment to lifelong learning for each of us. FARE personal learning

ed to learn

follow through with those goals. The second assignment asks participants to begin writing their
spiritual autobiographies, using the lens of race. Being conscious of our experiences based on
race is a way of being conscious to the ways that race advantages and disadvantages on a daily

basis. Throughout the coming months, different persons will share their spiritual
autobiographies with the group. Stories are a powerful way to learn.

The resource provided for writing this type of autobiography is the new UCC curricu

called: "White Privilege: Let's T#lkResource for Transformational Dialogue." It can be

downloaded for free http://privilege.uccpages.orgEven if you aren't in the class, you

um

might find this guide interesting and useful. We've also set next month's date as Sunday,

February 26.

MLKéDayeéeObservance

Monday, January 16 observes t h®ntRelast.
MLK Day while President Obama is in office, it is a great opportunity to serve in our
community in the ways he has encouraged. Jen Streit has been part of planning the

Dr . Mar t

interfaith

children and youth service day for Madison. Besides service, though, if you need a dose of

MLK&s words and | arger revolutionary
at 11:00am that day and to bring along any favorite words of his or in h{flgaisé also
note that the church office is closed for the MLK Day.)

spirit,

i

Yy (


http://privilege.uccpages.org/
mailto:mccrevsonja@tds.net
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h é| Guiding Principle:
Cultivate hospitality
i |nabd eepningfel & r M

Wi nter éFarmersod@8lavkét 8&éBnt,

Local products ranging from vegetables to canned preserves to wool tq\f
wi || al |l be available as we hostY

5, 9:00ar1:00pm.The market is gathered around a brunch that will be * connections

served with delicious local foods from these farmers, and proceeds be

Harvest of Hope (as well as the farmers themselves!). Watch for men ,a.?\

tickets, and talk to Pastor Nick, Roger Williams, or a Harvest of Hope boar

member i f youdre interested in helpinjg in the I

El ectronicéGiving

It is indeed possible to fulfill your pledges to Advent or Community of Hope through
automatic payments from a bank/credit union account. These arrangements need tg

) be
directly with your bank or financial institutitfiyou do online banking, most systems l? nternetcl

. . o : B k
allow you to make payments, including repetitive payments on a monthBobh&esis. ackgto
your financial institution for details. Be sure you use paymbewntcheclpayable Of cSpeci al

too0 Advent Lutherandéd or oCdmmamsiutry off @ i
oCommunity of Hope Spec iThslwiliRsure tthai yofirbank t e s e
will send the church a check in your name periodically as directed and that you receive

proper creditWe do not presently have the capability to receive direct electronic funds
transfer (EDF) or payments by credit card.

e(ocu r&

[
don:

Onl i neéVolunteer éSc’
January . MINISTRY SCHEDULER PR
During the month of January we will introduce ar

online program for coordinating volunteer
opportunities at the MCC, such as worship assistants, special events, and interest groups.

Volunteers will have online access through a login page to their schedule and preferences.

You will be able to specify vacation [times | i ke
i n Hawaii 6. You wil!/| be able to send an email
some opportunities you will receive automated email reminders. If you no longer wish to

serve in a particular opportunity, you can change your profile so you will not be assigned at

the next scheduling cycle. Puzzled about what the job entails? Find instructions for your

activity. And you can do this from your smart phone. If you do not have online access, we will

still send you a printed schedule.

Schedulers will be able to create seasonal schedules, check the schedule for gaps,|and insure all
volunteers have an equal opportunity to participate. Schedulers can ditch the rreental post
note that says, 00nly schedule these [family mei

Having one online place for volunteer opportunities will enable our pastors to help members
share their gifts and talents.

We are excited to offer this new way of volunteer engagdmemian is to introduce the
program gradually with a subset of volunteer opportunities (to be determined). We wiill

popul ate the online system with Aslwercaneit ory and ¢
to understand the program, we will train our schedulers, and then open the program to
volunteersMembers of the task force are: Pastor Nick, Pastor Sonja, Cindy McGinley, Dan

McGown, Rob Olson, Emily Wixson (with input from Tina Hogle and Julie James). Please

contact one of us if you have questions.
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TheTreasury of Loveoffering for December has provided $810 in assistance so far. Six
separate checks were written for partial rent, partial car repairs,-afighsiention.

The Special Fundprovided $675 in assistance in December. Four separate checks were wri te

for eviction prevention, bus tickets for a homeless family, partial rent and DAIS.

In addition to the two special fund offerings collected by Advent and Hope

MCC supports numerous organizations with time and money. In the past

we received numerous THANK YOUSs for our donations, which help to pre r_
@

homelessness and end hunger through MOM; to provide spiritual care an
pastoral support to incarcerated inmates at Dane County jail though MAL~
Jail Ministry and emergency shelter and affordable housing through
Porchlight; to support for lorigrm relief and recovery efforts through g"g
Lutheran World Relief; and to enhance and enrich the lives of those | / ¥
Oakwood. Thank you for your generosity! (

Lutheran World Relief

\_/
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT. LASTING PROMISE. MAL
A Ministry of Presence

COMMUNIEVENTS

MartinéLuther: éArtéandét
In honor of the upcoming 500 year anniversary of the Reforme
the Minneapolis Institute of Art is offering a rare glimpse at the
of Martin Luther and the Reformation brought to life through
astonishing artworks and historical objects, traveling outside
Germany for the first time ever. Luther used art and the newly
i nvented printing press to
revolution of religious, cultural, and societal change. Several
members report 1itds worth t
through Jan. 15. Learn morehép://new.artsmia.org/lutheras
well as the Minnesota Public Radio stoityr://www.mprnews.org/story/2016/10/27/

BreakfastéwitheétheéBirds, ébeginsé
Bethel Horizons is again hosting

oBreakfast with the Birdsd on
naturalist Eric Volden for a morning of bird watching and bird lore aj
Bet hel Ho r i-feedingsstatiorb A leegrty ltraakfadt will be ,.
served as Eric identifies birds coming to the feeders and relates bir(®
feeding information, stories and area sightings. Bring binoculars an
camera if you have them and bird feeding stories to share. Cost for
breakfast and program is $10/adult and $6/youth(808&l 574.992for
more information or to make a reservation.

AéChanceétoéHear étheéNordicéChoir
Luther College's Nordic Choir concert will be performing at St Luke's Lutheran Church, 7
Hubbard Ave., Middleton on Saturday, January 21 at 7 PM. Tickets $20 adult; $15 senig
student at the door, or online atickets.luther.edu

C&?ﬁ‘é&ic Directive:
Focus on meaningful
rEnerr%hips that work
for justice and enhance
the quality of life for

people around us

I nternetcgl
Backc¢to
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http://www.mprnews.org/story/2016/10/27/martin-luther-mia-artifacts-exhibit

January 2017 Page 7
MC CéTE WS
Canoeél nfééSession!
On Sunday, January 8 at tkile to invi

orientation and registration meeting, especially for 9
graders and families, but also for anybody else thinki
about this summer ds Boung

learning more of what this whole wilderness canoe thigs
is.Dat es

for t his s-18Bmmer 0 S

Conyr mati on
In January, our Confirmation schedule includes two special and unique gatherings:

--On Wednesday, January 11, 6:8(B0pm,we invite parents and mentors to join student
for a meal, followed by conversations about the shape of the rest of this year and the
confirmation program more broadly.

--On Wednesday, January 25, 7:@80pmwe d ve got $535 to
candymaking fundraiser in December.
we can fill up the shelves at Lussier Center food pantry!

(Other upcoming class dates for the semestéelar8 & 22, Apr. 26, May 10 & 24Also
remember Lent projects, starting on Ash Wednéddesh 1)

Sp
We

Soci al éHour !

For high schoolers interested in free coffee and pastries, plus some good time togethe
next Social Hour is January 22 at 9:00am at Panera (Junction Rd. location)!

' Sﬂateg"i'c Birgctivé: n
Strfn%then and build
relationships within
MCC and foster an open
and welcoming

environment

Internet Link
Back to

Of Special
Interest:

nd from

go on
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Sunday School Resumes January 8! We hope you share some wonderful family time between

now and then.

Now is the time to sign up for leading a station for Rotation Sunday School this wintef/spring!

Click here to sign up to bring snhack, to lead some games or songs, to tell a story, or o
creative project:

https://docs.google.com/document/
d/1CdUY7wxEPmMmMuC7X6HRxNB_rDvMsSQXMMHXmsuuhxX0o/edit

Time commitments are minimal and flexible to fit your schedule! Contact Sarah Zutz,| A
Sellwood, or Jen Streit with questions.

Upcomi ngéEvents

Monday, January 16 Martin Luther King Jr Day of Service at First Cong. Charch A K E
A STANDOG

Sunday, February 29 Tobogganing at Lutherdale Camp in Elkhorn after worship

le@Giding Principle:
Inspire gratitude,
creativity, and joy

lyssa

Internet Link
Back to

Of Special
Interest:



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CdUY7wxEPmmuC7X6HRxnB_rDvMsSQXMMHXmsuuhxX0o/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CdUY7wxEPmmuC7X6HRxnB_rDvMsSQXMMHXmsuuhxX0o/edit
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Guiding Principle:
Inspire gratitude,

creativity, and joy
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